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For further information contact 

our team on 5820 3188

The wait is over, Our Home – people, 
places, produce magazine published in the 
Shepparton News on September 16 with 
overwhelming response. If you missed out on 
your copy, pop into The News and pick one up 
FREE while stocks last.

Be inspired to build, 
create and renovate

Pick up your FREE copy at the
Shepparton News, 7940 Goulburn Valley 

Highway, Sheppparton, Vic

Call us on (03) 5822 8500

Are you on a Disability 
Support Pension and want 
to work a minimum of 
8 hours a week?

Park Smarter

There has been an increase in thefts from and thefts 
of motor vehicles in residential streets and driveways.

Most theft from motor vehicles are from unlocked 
vehicles with valuables left inside.

Lock your vehicle and remove valuables to reduce 
your risk.

Proudly supported by

Land to be settled
BUT TRANSFER OF 10 HA FROM HEINZ TO CO-OP ‘WILL TAKE TIME’

ZACH HOPE
zach.hope@
weekendnews.com.au

The transfer of about
10 ha of land from
Heinz to the Girgarre
Development Group is
hoped to be complete
in a matter of months.

The land, which has
water rights, was prom-

ised to the group free of
charge by Heinz in the
wake of the company’s
decision to abandon its
Girgarre tomato pro-
cessing plant.

Development group
president Jan Smith
said nothing had been
finalised yet, and the
process would take
time.

‘‘The gift from Heinz
is still progressing —
we’re just getting

through the legalities
now,’’ she said.

‘‘It was an idea that
came very quickly to
the community, so
we’re just quietly walk-
ing through the plan-
ning stage to make sure
we get it right.’’

The land, which will
be administered by a
community trust,
could potentially hold
community housing,
an expanded farmers’

market, a music mus-
ter, infrastructure and
gardens.

Heinz’s transfer of
land to the community
is one of the few po-
sitives to emerge from
the company’s
decision to transfer
Girgarre’s operations to
New Zealand, which
will leave 146 locals out
of a job and have
potentially devastating
flow-on impacts on the

town and its sur-
rounds.

Mrs Smith said no
discussion had taken
place with the Goul-
burn Valley Food
Action Committee
about some of the land
being used to house a
planned community
food co-operative,
which still hopes to
move into the soon-to-
be-vacant Heinz fac-
tory.

Barbecues, bowls for villagers
By Ashleigh Williamson

Congupna retiree Noella
Down is already thinking of
lawn bowls and summer
barbecues before the first
residents move into a new
lifestyle village in May.

A survey for Lifestyle Com-
munities revealed 42.3 per
cent of Victorians aged over 50
said regular social involve-
ment was a key retirement
concern.

Lifestyle Communities is
building a $45 million village
on Channel Rd.

Mrs Down, 65, said the
social activities of the Shepp-
arton village would be import-

ant after living independently
since her husband Ross died
nine years ago.

‘‘We’re all moving there for
one reason — to form friend-
ships, keep busy and feel
safe,’’ she said.

‘‘I’ve talked with other peo-
ple about having barbecues
and how everyone would bring
a salad and whatever meat we
wanted.

‘‘I feel like I’ve known these
people for years and we’re not
even living together yet.’’

The finished village will fea-
ture a bowling green, tennis
court, indoor pool, spa and
gymnasium within a private
clubhouse.

‘‘I’ve never played lawn
bowls, but I’m looking forward
to learning,’’ Mrs Down said.

‘‘I enjoy walking and we will
be that close to the tracks
along the Broken River.’’

Mrs Down said she would
feel safe living in the village.

‘‘I don’t worry about secur-
ity at the moment, but it will
be an issue as I get older,’’ she
said.

‘‘I wanted to move into the
village before my family had to
decide for me.’’

The Newspoll survey, which
was held in August, asked 534
Victorian seniors about their
attitudes towards their finan-
cial security, health, safety,

social and leisure time.
The survey statistics have

revealed:
● 68 per cent of participants

were concerned about their
health;

● 61.4 per cent of full-time,
48.1 per cent of part-time and
47.1 per cent of non workers
were worried about financial
security;

● 59 per cent were worried
about maintaining their inde-
pendence as they aged;

● 54.7 per cent of women
and 45.5 per cent of men were
worried about their financial
independence; and

● 52.5 per cent said staying
active was a high priority.
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Travelling showman Max Laurie has
spent his life making people happy.
The 69-year-old has been travelling to
shows since he was a child, first coming
to the Shepparton Agricultural Show in
1962 and bringing his dodgem cars every
year since 1970.
He previously operated a food van, the

ghost house, go-karts, an octopus ride
and a ride named ‘‘Razzle Dazzle’’.
‘‘Most people wouldn’t remember the old
Razzle Dazzle, where people used to sit
on it and it didn’t have an engine or
motor,’’ Mr Laurie said.
‘‘I used to have to push it around with the
people on it.

‘‘Show people have to become good at
working whatever they have to
survive.’’
In this week’s Weekend Life, journalist
Ashleigh Williamson speaks to Mr Laurie
about his experiences.
● Turn to pages 2 and 3 of Weekend
Life for the full story.
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